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Viet Nam Energy Partnership Group
Technical Working Group 1 – Renewable Energy

4th Meeting – 23 September 2019
MOIT, Ha Noi
1/9/2019 Vietnam Energy Partnership Group 1

Key Objectives of the Meeting

• Update and current developments in the renewable energy sector –
market and policy

• Focus on topic of grid integration – presentation of new grid assessment 
study (Planning Division, EREA)

• Review of TWG 1 activities and progress on implementation of VEPG 
Policy Recommendations in preparation of VEPG High-Level Meeting 2019

• Outlook – priorities for work of TWG 1 in the field of renewable energy 
and support needs for the future
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Agenda

3

Time Subject

14.00-14.20

1. Opening remarks, overview of the agenda

• Mr. Nguyễn Ninh Hải/ Mr. Sebastian Paust (introduction as new Co-Chair)

• Secretariat updates on VEPG activities

14.20-15.10 

2. Updates on current RE development – market and policy

• EREA/MOIT, Chair: Updates on current market and policy development

• Plenary: Q&A and discussion

15.10-15.40

3. Focus topic: Grid integration of renewable energies

• EREAI/MOIT Planning Department: New grid assessment study for Southern Vietnam

• Plenary: Q&A and discussion

15.40-15.55 Coffee/tea break and photo session

15.55-16.50

4. VEPG High-Level Meeting 2019 - TWG 1 progress and future work

• Secretariat: Update on the HLM 2019 planning and presentation of the draft TWG 1 Progress Report 
(monitoring/implementation the TWG Policy Recommendations)

• Plenary: Discussion and feedback on achieved progress, remaining challenges, future work/priorities of TWG 1

16.50-17.00
5. Conclusions and closing remarks

• Mr. Nguyễn Ninh Hải/ Mr. Sebastian Paust
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Top 1: Opening and Introduction
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TWG 1 Chair:

• Mr. Nguyễn Ninh Hải, Director of Renewable Energy Division, ERAV/MOIT

New TWG 1 Co-Chair: 

• Dr. Sebastian Paust, Head of Development Cooperation, German Embassy
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Top 1: Secretariat Report on VEPG Activities
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VEPG Secretariat:

• Mr. Rainer Brohm, International Coordinator

Follow up on 3rd TWG 1 meeting (March 2019)
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Consultation on new Solar FIT 2

• VEPG TWG 1 consultation workshop
on the Solar FIT 2 as part of the public
consultation workshop.

• All inputs from TWG members and
further private sector stakeholders
were collected and compiled in a
submission document to MOIT (as a
formal input to the MOIT consultation
process).

• VEPG Secretariat coordinated with
private sector (REBA workshop).
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Follow up on 3rd TWG 1 meeting (March 2019)
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Presentation and consultation on the
Rooftop Solar Promotion Programme

• All inputs from TWG members were
discussed within the Programme
Coordination Group.

• Launch event on 25 July 2019 in HCMC.

• EREA is setting up an Advisory Board
for the Programme and develops the
implementation framework (M&E) with
support from DPs.

• Further open for inputs from other
DPs or sector stakeholders!

VEPG – Timeline for 2019
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3rd TWGs

▪ Key topics

▪ Progress review

▪ Planning 2019

March-June
TWG meetings

May
SC meeting

4th SC
28. May 2019 

▪ Update VEPG 
activities

▪ Planning of 
HLM 2019

▪ TWG co-chair 
replacements

4th TWGs

▪ Key topics

▪ Progress 
review

Nov
SC meeting

Sep/Oct
TWG meetings

Dec
HLM/Stakeholder 

Forum

3rd HLM 

▪ Progress 
review

▪ Stakeholder 
dialogue

▪ Tentatively: 
10 Dec

5th SC

▪ Progress 
review

▪ Preparation of 
HLM
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TWG’s 4th Round of Meetings – Overview
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TWG 3rd Meeting Key Topics/Highlights
TWG 1 RE

23. Sep 2019
• Updates on current policy processes (Solar FIT 2, RTS programme, bioenergy FIT etc.)

• Focus topic: RE grid integration (Grid Assessment in Southern Vietnam)

TWG 2 EE

2. Oct 2019
• Presentation and discussion on draft National EE Action Plan (NEEAP)

• Discussion of MRV Framework for EE/VNEEP and EE Database

TWG 3 ESR

12. Sep 2019   

• Report on first half year of VWEM operation

• Update on DirectPPA process and pilot scheme

• Discussion on priority topics / scope-of-work for TWG 3 (competitive power market)

TWG 4 EA

3. Oct 2019
• Progress and Challenges in Rural Electrification 

• Discussion of Energy Access projects in different VN regions

TWG 5 D&S

Nov 2019

• Discussion on VEIS Circular and Pre-Feasibility Study

• Discussion of approved outline for PDP 8

• Discussion of Energy Balance 2017

Update TWG 3 (12.9): Topics for Future Work
Power Sector Reform
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Regulatory challenges for developing a competitive power market

• Wholesale electricity market status and next steps

• Pathways towards retail market development

• Development of commercial frameworks (PPP law, DPPA, Auctions, etc.)

• Purchase tariff setting mechanisms on supply side

• Long-term contracts vs. spot market, generation and ancillary services

• Contracted capacity evacuation and VRE integration challenges

• Retail tariff mechanisms on demand side (consumer categories, incremental blocks)

• Evolution of tariff design (MYTO, time-of-use, e-mobility, etc.)

• Comprehensive communication plan for tariff
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High-Level Meeting 2019 – Planning
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Concept of 3rd VEPG HLM and 1st VEPG Stakeholder Forum:

3rd VEPG HLM:

• Progress review regarding VEPG Policy Recommendations and 
TWG work since HLM 2018

• Outlook 2020 and guidance of VEPG Chairs for TWGs and 
Secretariat

1st VEPG Stakeholder Forum:

• Exchange of sector stakeholders on „hot“ topics (progress/best-
practice in VN/international, challenges, etc.)

• Focus topics:

• Strategic Sector Planning (e.g. PDP 8, Party Energy Strategy, 
sector scenarios/energy mix of the future)

• Energy Efficiency (VNEEP 3, etc.)

• Integration of Renewable Energy / Distributed RE (e.g. 
Rooftop Solar)

Proposed date: 10 December 2019

VEPG Partner Support – DP Project Survey
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• Overview of VEPG partner projects in the energy sector (http://vepg.vn/resources/vepg-documents/) 

• 80 partner projects with key information included

• New survey update running in September 2019

http://vepg.vn/resources/vepg-documents/
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VEPG Partner Support – Legal Database
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• Legal Database online and 
constantly expanding

• +30 legal documents (VN 
and EN versions).

• PM Decisions, MOIT 
documents, Consultation 
Documents, EVN 
guidelines, etc.

➢ www.vepg.vn

VEPG Partner Support – Information Sharing
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• VEPG Partner events are 
featured on the website

• +25 workshops and 
events featured on 
website and information 
disseminated to members 
via TWG email groups in 
last 10 months.

• Including e.g. RTS Launch 
Event and support of 
public consultation on 
Solar FIT 2.

http://www.vepg.vn/
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Top 2: Updates on Current RE Developments
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EREA/MOIT: 

• Mr. Nguyễn Ninh Hải, Director of Renewable Energy Division, EREA/MOIT

EREA presentation

Top 3: Focus Topic – Grid Integration of RE
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EREA/MOIT:

• Ms. Nguyễn Thị Thương, Planning Division, EREA/MOIT

EREA presentation
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Tea Break
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Top 4: Progress Review and Outlook for TWG 1 / 
Preparation of HLM 2019

Progress Review – TWG 1 Policy Recommendations

• Progress on the VEPG / TWG 1 Policy Recommendations

• Review of work of TWG 1

Challenges and Outlook – Future Scope-of-Work and Priority Topics for TWG 1

• Challenges in the field of renewable energy development

• Priority topics and workplan for TWG 1 – What is the scope-of-work for TWG 1 in the 
coming year?

Viet Nam Energy Partnership Group 18
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VEPG Policy Recommendations
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Implementation of the VEPG Policy Recommendations

• MOIT Minister and Co-Chairs of VEPG endorsed the Policy 
Recommendations from 5 TWGs.

• Technical Working Groups were asked to focus work on 
supporting the implementation of the Policy 
Recommendations.

• Monitoring Matrix with information on 40 
recommendations with timeline, indicators, progress status 
and DP support developed for each TWG.

• Ongoing evaluation/assessment of progress during 
current phase of 4th round of TWG meetings 
(September/October)

• Presentation of Progress Report for HLM 2019 (submitted 
for SC review before next SC meeting (October 2019).

TWG 1 Policy Recommendations –
Monitoring of Progress

Viet Nam Energy Partnership Group 20
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TWG 1 Policy Recommendations –
Monitoring of Progress
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TWG 1 Policy Recommendations –
Monitoring of Progress

Viet Nam Energy Partnership Group 22
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Discussion: Key Questions
Progress

• Which policy recommendations have been fully implemented? What have been the driving factors 
(including special commitment from the government, donor support, etc.)?

• Which policy recommendations are progressing well? What is the status? What have been the main 
factors driving this progress (including special commitment from the government, donor support, etc.)?

Challenges

• Which policy recommendation are progressing only very slowly or have not progressed at all? What are 
the main challenges/bottlenecks impeding progress?

• Which actions are required to advance those policy recommendations?

Outlook

• Are all the policy recommendations still relevant? Those that are not, why?

• Are there any new developments that require the addition of new policy recommendations?

• Which new developments, which could potentially have a positive/negative impact on specific policy 
recommendations, must be taken into account?

• Are there any new DP (or other stakeholder) programmes/projects foreseen for the next reporting 
period that will contribute to the implementation of the policy recommendations (projects/activities in 
the pipeline)?
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Outlook
Topics for Future Work of TWG 1
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• Renewable Energy

• Development of further FITs – bioenergy (biomass, biogas, Waste-to-Energy)

• Support framework for Rooftop Solar

• Regulatory Framework for off-shore wind energy

• Further development of the procurement framework /support mechanisms (auctioning, 
Renewable Portfolio Standards, etc.)

• Dual-Use approaches of energy and agricultural production (Agri-PV)

• Grid integration of RE

• Planning of RE development / grid development (PDP 8)

• Further topics…?

Objective: Clear “division of labor” between the TWGs (e.g. regulatory aspects of market 
access in TWG 3 – Power Sector Reform)
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Topics for Future Work of TWG 3
Power Sector Reform
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Regulatory challenges for developing a competitive power market

• Wholesale electricity market status and next steps

• Pathways towards retail market development

• Development of commercial frameworks (PPP law, DPPA, Auctions, etc.)

• Purchase tariff setting mechanisms on supply side

• Long-term contracts vs. spot market, generation and ancillary services

• Contracted capacity evacuation and VRE integration challenges

• Retail tariff mechanisms on demand side (consumer categories, incremental blocks)

• Evolution of tariff design (MYTO, time-of-use, e-mobility, etc.)

• Comprehensive communication plan for tariff

Closure of the Meeting
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Mr. Nguyễn Ninh Hải, Director of Renewable Energy Division, ERAV/MOIT

Dr. Sebastian Paust, Head of Development Cooperation, German Embassy


